WITH   HIS   COMMANDING   OFFICER.             29

*

example, except that my clothes were deposited
on, the ground beside me* lie then took up his
pistols, and on my again requesting- he would say
in what I had offended, he gave me the same
answer as before, adding that he should insist on
our firing us near as possible together after pre-
senting. On my answering * Very well/ he asked
if I was quite ready,, and on my saying c Yes,' lie
continued, cThen let us both present, and fire
directly.* We did instantly present^ but he alone
fired, and, I am truly grieved to say, evidently
with intention to hit me. It may, indeed, be said
that I eseaped miraculously, for we afterwards
picked one of inn balls out of the wall in a line as
if it had passed through me, and the other so little
wide as to show that it was meant to hit. On my
lowering my pistol, he instantly said, c You have
not fired/ * No,1 I replied, c nor did I intend it,
and now 1 hope you will be induced to inform me
in what I have offended/ To this lie answered,
* Sir, this will not do, and I insist on your firing
at me instantly/ i attempted still to soothe him,
and at last,, finding it in vain, and perhaps rather
irritated, 1 presented, and, levelling on one side,
fired. He then said, * You must givre me your
word of honour thai you will lire as nearly as
possible with me/ I would have spoken, but he
would not allow me, and, asking1 if I was ready,
on my answering" * YeV be called out c Present/
and I think the sound appeared as one shot. He